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COMET P/2010 B2 (WISE)

A. Mainzer, Jet Propulsion Laboratory, reports that an object discov-
ered by the new earth-orbiting satellite WISE appears extended with a
hazy coma of diameter ∼ 10′′-20′′ and a tail ∼ 15′′ long toward the west-
northwest in all the WISE infrared images (discovery observation tabulated
below). Following posting on the Minor Planet Center’s ‘NEOCP’ web-
page, D. J. Tholen (Institute for Astronomy, University of Hawaii) writes
that three stacked 20-s Megacam r-band images taken at Mauna Kea with
the 3.6-m Canada-France-Hawaii Telescope (average seeing ∼ 1′′.45) by A.
Draginda in morning twilight on Feb. 7.66 UT show that the object is
clearly non-stellar in all three images, but with no obvious tail. J. V. Scotti
(Lunar and Planetary Laboratory, University of Arizona) reports that im-
ages taken on Feb. 8.47 with the Spacewatch 1.8-m f/2.7 reflector at Kitt
Peak show the object to be diffuse with a coma diameter of 8′′ (magnitude
V = 20.2), with a possible westward tail involved with a field star.
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The available astrometry, the following elliptical orbital elements, residuals,
and an ephemeris appear on MPEC 2010-C23.
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q = 1.606972 AU i = 8.8897
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COMETS C/2009 P4, C/2009 P5, C/2009 Q6, C/2009 Q7 (SOHO)

Further to IAUCs 9112, 9113, and 9114, additional Kreutz sungrazers
have been found on SOHO website images. All were small and stellar in
appearance except for C/2009 P5 (slightly elongated, with peak mag ∼
6.5). C/2009 P4 and C/2009 Q6 peaked near mag 7, whereas C/2009 Q7
(which was also found by M. Kusiak) peaked near mag ∼ 7–7.5.
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C/2009 P5 11.071 8 59.4 +13 21 C3 BZ 2009-W09
C/2009 Q6 20.904 9 41.8 +11 11 C3 ZX 2009-W10
C/2009 Q7 22.763 9 51.5 +10 49 C3 ZX 2009-W10
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